
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 14, 2017 
 
Representative Sam Belsito and Tim Ackert 
Legislative Office Building 
300 Capitol Building  
Hartford, CT, 06106 
 
Dear Representative Belsito and Representative Ackert,  
 
We want to thank you for meeting with us Wednesday, March 8th in the Capitol. As Tolland 
residents, we are deeply concerned about the current proposed Governor’s budget, as well as 
some initiatives the state compels school districts to comply with that waste precious 
educational time and resources. Specifically, we are concerned about how this budget will 
impact our schools. Mr. Belsito, as a Tolland resident who raised a family in this Town, we know 
you realize the importance of investment in education. Of particular concern for us are the 
unfunded mandates, standardized testing requirements, and burden of proof requirements put 
upon the local public schools. These factors are doing harm to both our Town’s economic 
condition, and the school district’s overall ability to educate children. 
 
Over the years, the Connecticut state government has imposed over 380 mandates (please see 
attached Position On Unfunded State Mandates on Local School Districts).  Many of these are 
not directly applicable to education and have constituted a considerable financial and logistical 
burden, including the allocation of more staff.  When such significant reductions are being 
required of a municipality and school system like Tolland, this is totally unacceptable.  Please 
carefully review the document attached, and work in the legislature to free our school system, 
Town, and children from at least some of these unfunded burdens. 
 
State required standardized testing (SBAC and SAT) also demand an undue burden on the 
children, and on the finances of the state and the school system.  Please note that over $13.5 
million is paid to AIR (American Institutes of Research) to administer the SBAC test, with 
another $15.3 million allocated over the years 2016-2019.  The SBAC contract is renewed 
annually for $2.7 million, with yet another $1.9 million allocated in 2016-2017 for “state-
administered assessments”.  The newly-redesigned statewide SAT for 11th graders is promoted 
as “free” to the parents, but truly costs the taxpayers $4.4 million as the state has a three-year 
contract with the College Board.  As the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) eliminates 
the federal role in teacher evaluation and no longer requires standardized assessment scores 
be included in them, it eliminates yet another reason for the State of Connecticut to force these 
tests on the children.  Finally, the NAEP or National Assessment for Education Progress is a 
randomly sampled test from the federal government (https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/) 
that provides more than enough data to identify an achievement gap and to see how the 
country is doing without testing every single child grades 3-8 and 11, and which does NOT 
include the science CMT and CAPT days, for upwards of four to five additional days.  In addition, 

https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/


the opportunity cost of the labor of diverting teachers, paraprofessionals, and administrators to 
the task of administering these assessments is in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
 
Finally, the current “burden of proof” law forces School Districts to make a business decision 
about a child’s education to protect the financial interests of the district. This requirement 
diverts increasingly underfunded resources away from all students in the district.  Please see 
the attached Superintendents’ Statement on Burden of Proof. Once again, given all of the 
financial constraints and reductions put upon towns like Tolland, this mandate is unacceptable.  
 
As you can see, there are things that can be done in the here and now – opportunities to 
reduce items that exist in next year’s budget that would facilitate meaningful education, ease 
the budget challenges, and end cruel test and punish, rank and sort, testing politics.  Please 
help us stop pitting parents against school systems, with Superintendents fearful of parents 
opting out because of threats of lost state funding, or being identified for special assistance and 
losing many hours in mandatory training.   
 
How can $250 million be bonded for the XL Center when $1.934 million is asked of Tolland 
residents to compensate for the state’s failure to act responsibly in funding teacher pensions?  
If a bond is to be done, let it be done to address that burden. In a similar sense, how can the 
state provide $500 dollars extra for every child in charter schools, when that model has been 
demonstrated to not only underperform most local public schools in Connecticut, but also 
across the country? It is putting more funds in a failed model of education and is truly 
unacceptable.  
 
Please take action now on the aforementioned.  The times require it, and your constituents 
expect it.  
 
Tolland Board of Education:    Tolland Parents: 
Sam Adlerstein     Rachel Axler 
Patrick Doyle      Liz Costa 
Colleen Yudichak     Brenda Falusi 
Karen Moran      Laura Roberts 
Kathy Gorsky 
Michelle Harrold 
Robert Pagoni 
Susan Seaver 
Jeff Schroeder 
Walter Willett, PhD, Superintendent of Tolland Public Schools 
 
CC: Senator Anthony Guglielmo 
 Lena Halloran 
 


